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Thank you for offering to teach the children at Bible School this year. This is the 

syllabus for the teaching sessions for classes 1- 6.   

This year the children will be looking at some of the healings that Jesus performed 
during his ministry. Behind each healing, often expressed so simply in the gospels, 
is a powerful personal story. We will be thinking about the impact that these 
encounters with Jesus must have had on the people he healed. We will also be 
thinking about what we learn about Jesus from these healings and about what our 
response to him should be today.  

Each lesson contains two sections. The first is an introduction to the story and is 

intended to be background for the teacher and not necessarily used directly with 

the children. The quotes and references used in this section are from the ESV. 

The second section contains ideas to help introduce and tell the story and to help 

develop the themes of the lesson together with some suggested craft activities and 

games for reinforcing it.  

As the syllabus caters for 4 – 14-year-olds, there are a variety of ideas listed, so 

please choose activities that best suit your class’s age and ability. To avoid overlap 

it will be necessary for you to keep to the texts allocated to each lesson but feel 

free to include your own ideas in the delivery of the lesson. We have included a 

few ideas as suggestions but there are lots of others that you can use – you 

probably have far better ideas of your own! If you have access to the internet, going 

online is a great way to find other suitable activities or ideas. The suggestions given 

do not include a straightforward telling of the story although it is assumed that you 

will usually want to include this.  

 Please include some practical or craft activities into each lesson.  

 

This year the children do not have an afternoon activity session so if you are 

teaching more than one lesson you may want to prepare a craft activity that will  

 

continue over a few lessons. This may be particularly appropriate for older children. 

The choice is yours.  

Included in your pack is a ‘Games Appendix’. This includes a selection of games 

which can be adapted to reinforce your lesson.  

For Class 1 we would like you to create a memory bag with the children as the week 

progresses. We will provide this class with a pillowcase. At the end of each session 

place an item or picture of something which relates to your lesson into the 

pillowcase. At the start of each lesson, please use the items in the memory bag to 

remind the children of the previous lessons by pulling out each item or picture as a 

memory jogger for the children. There will be a printed sheet in the bag for you to 

record your item and help other teachers when they come to use it. (See Appendix 

1) It might be helpful to have a quick look through the bag before the children arrive 

to familiarise yourself with what has been placed in it.  

Once you have thought about how you might like to present your lesson to the 

children, if you feel an extra pair of hands would make things easier to prepare the 

activity, clean up paints, make up icing for biscuits, etc. please let us know and we 

will be happy to provide a teaching assistant specifically for that lesson.  

In light of Covid 19, please take sensible precautions when delivering your lesson; 

ask children to wash hands or use wet wipes if you are using food or sharing and 

handling objects.  

Thank you for your help and hard work in encouraging our children to learn and 

think about these lovely stories and the lessons they hold for us all. 
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Themes of  the lesson 
• Jesus’ healing was complete. There was no need to recover slowly or take it 

easy for a while.  

• Jesus’ main work was to preach and not to heal only. 

• Jesus worked very hard; he must often have been very tired. 

 Key texts 
• Mark 1 v 21 – 34 

• Luke 4 v 14 – 41 

• Matthew 4 v 13, 24 – 29; Matthew 8 v 14 -15 

We begin our lessons with a look at a very busy Sabbath day for Jesus. A day of 
teaching and healing in Capernaum. Matthew, Mark and Luke introduce this 
section of events as if they happened just after Jesus leaves his temptation in the 
wilderness. However, piecing the chronology together with John’s gospel we find 
that much has already happened before this day starts. Below is a possible 
sequence of events. 
 
Jesus baptised – Temptations in the wilderness – Jesus returns to John Baptist and 
meets John, Andrew and Peter; then later Nathaniel – They travel to the wedding in 
Cana in Galilee – Jesus goes down to Jerusalem for Passover where he overturns the 
tables and talks with Nicodemus – Jesus and his disciples preach and baptise in 
Judea near to John the Baptist – They leave for Galilee with a digression to teach 
the Samarian woman at the well at Sychar – They come to Cana and heal the 
nobleman’s son – Jesus’ teaching is rejected in Nazareth, an attempt is made to cast 
him from a hill –Jesus calls Andrew, Peter, James and John from their fishing – Jesus 
goes to the Capernaum synagogue to teach and heals the man with an unclean 
spirit – They go to Peter’s house where Peter’s wife’s mother is healed – People 
come at sunset for healing. 
 
This busy day is at the beginning of a time of popularity for Jesus; despite his recent 
rejection in his hometown of Nazareth, which must have been very sad for him. His 
teaching is astonishing people because of its authority. He is unlike anyone they 
have heard before; he spoke as if the words were about himself and there was 
something about his whole demeanour that meant you could not ignore what he 
was saying…besides, some said that he had performed miracles of healing. 

 
In the synagogue was a man who was surely unwelcome, today we would have a 
name for his illness. He was not as he should have been, there was something 
wrong with his mind; he had an unclean spirit; he was unpredictable, and he 
shouted out when he should have been quiet. He began his tirade against Jesus as 
if he were more than one man, “What have you to do with us… have you come to 
destroy us?” and then speaking for himself, “I know who you are …the Holy one of 
God”. It was an unpleasant situation. What would the new teacher do with this 
man?  
Jesus was always teaching people that they should know who he was and through 
him to know God, but not in this situation, not from this deranged man in this way. 
Calmly and with authority he commanded the man to be silent, and that his 
deranged spirit of madness should leave him. The words of Jesus made him 
convulse on the floor, but then his madness left him, and he was well and 
unharmed. The people were amazed.  
After the strained tension of the situation the room erupted in conversation: “What 
is this word?” “What is this?” “A new teaching with authority!” “He commands 
even the unclean spirits and they obey him.”  
But in this confusion the time for teaching had passed; it was time for Jesus to 
leave, and he went to Simon’s house. 
All was not well there. Peter’s mother-in-law was sick, she had a fever. She had not 
been at the synagogue and the meal was not ready for them. Those looking after 
her had been waiting what seemed like ‘an age’ for Jesus to arrive and as soon as 
he came in, they told him about her.  Jesus took her hand and without words he 
lifted her up and the fever was gone. Just like the man in the synagogue, she had 
suffered no hurt, she was completely well and began to serve them all.  
News travels fast! As the sun set and the Sabbath ended the people began to arrive 
at the door of Simon’s house; the diseased, the sick, the disabled, the deranged, 
the depressed. He laid his hands on every one of them and healed them all.  
 
After such a busy day we might anticipate that the Lord would take it easy, but we 
find him rising early in the morning, whilst it was still dark to go to a desolate place 
to pray. Simon and some others went to look for him. But rather than go back to 
Capernaum and the comfort of Simon’s home, Jesus was going to continue his 
preaching in the area of Galilee because it was preaching that he had come to do.  

Tuesday: Session 1 Lesson 1 

A Busy Day 
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Ideas for introducing lessons and follow up activities. 
 

1. For children in class 1, start your lesson by introducing the memory bag. 
At the end of the lesson place the first item in the bag, such as a noisy 
instrument like a kazoo or a whistle to indicate the noisy approach of the 
man. 
 
2. Ask children to walk into the room as if they were walking into assembly 
at school or the meeting when it had started. Hopefully, they will come in 
quietly find their place and sit down. Ask them how they would not behave. 
After telling the story ask them what was wrong with the behaviour of the 
man Jesus healed. Look at the calm way Jesus dealt with the man.  
 
3. Think about the groups present in the synagogue. Men, women, disciples, 
Pharisees. Ask the children to think about the comments that each of the 
groups might make when the man started shouting. Ask the children to say 
the comments they have thought of to create the atmosphere at the 
synagogue. Then compare it with the calm response of Jesus. 
 
4. Give younger children a picture to colour of a poorly person. Everyone 
colour their own picture and stick them together to create the crowd that 
gathered around Peter’s house. Alternatively, colour onto card and using a 
folded tab at the bottom make your figures stand up to create a 3D picture. 
 
5. As above, but for older children you could make a village scene with small 
3D houses. This website has some attractive, challenging, templates. Good 
for ideas though. 
https://www.mylittlehouse.org/bible-town.html  
In the past we have made houses and sprayed them with a textured stone 
paint.  
 

 
 
 
6. Make a magic sliding picture card to show Peter’s mother with a happy 
face and a sad face. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kiyYLRdQi88 
 
7. Make a sunset silhouette picture. Use water colours or pastels to create 
a sunset covering the whole page. Using black paper cut out houses, trees, 
people and stick on top of the sunset.  
 
 
 
 
 
8. Role play for younger children - think about a part of your body that is 
poorly… leg, eyes, hand. How would they get to Peter’s house? How would 
it make them move? Then how would they feel, move, act when Jesus had 
healed them. Repeat with a different part of your body being poorly. 
 
9. Give pairs of older children time to prepare an interview session with a 
person who was healed by Jesus on this busy day. Prepare questions the 
interviewer migh ask, then enact it. Bolder pairs might like to do this for the 
class.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday: Session 1 Lesson 1 

A Busy Day 
 

https://www.mylittlehouse.org/bible-town.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kiyYLRdQi88
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Themes of  lesson: 
• Jesus could see into the heart and knew the thoughts of men and women. 

• Jesus’ healing was part of his teaching. 

• Jesus’ healing divided people. There were those that glorified God and those 
that would not. 

Key Texts: 
• Luke 5 v 17 – 26 

• Matthew 9 v 1 – 7 

• Mark 2 v 1 – 12 
 

Jesus had been preaching in the Galilee area and had now returned to Capernaum. 
It is likely that he was preaching in the synagogue as the building he was in was 
crammed full of people including Pharisees and teachers of the Law and Jesus was 
in the act of teaching. Intriguingly, it says the power of the Lord was there to 
heal…some versions say, ‘heal them’.  

A group of men, at least four, brought a paralysed man on a bed to be healed by 
Jesus. They wanted to lay their friend before Jesus, but it was impossible to get into 
the building. Not to be deterred, and with some desperation, they took their friend 
up onto the roof and boldly, and rather cleverly, made a hole in the tiles and 
lowered the man into the crowd to where Jesus was. What a mess, what disruption, 
how disrespectful, but Jesus saw only their faith. It says their faith; he is talking 
about more than just the paralysed man, but it is to him that Jesus addressed his 
response…’Take heart my son, your sins are forgiven’.  

Why did Jesus say this? For what reason had the man come to Jesus? Did he say 
this solely to teach those watching, or was it for the man and his friends as well? 
Was it more important for this man to know that his sins were forgiven than to 
walk? 

On hearing what Jesus said SOME of the Scribes and Pharisees began to silently 
question. Who is this? Why does he speak like this? Only God can forgive sins. …this 
must be blasphemy. Although these were unspoken thoughts, Jesus knew them. 
Maybe we can follow their logic, this was all very new and disturbing for them…but 
would they be willing or able to take hold of the explanation given by Jesus, 
especially as it held a rebuke. Why do you question in your hearts? Why do you 

think evil in your hearts? Which is easier, to say ‘your sins are forgiven you’ or to 
say ‘Rise, take up your bed and walk’? Once again Jesus’ words pierce to the bone 
and reveal the truth of men’s hearts. They were not accusing Jesus of forgiving sins, 
but of claiming that he could forgive them, that he had the authority to do it. The 
forgiveness of sins is a much bigger deal than making a man walk BUT it cannot be 
outwardly proved or measured. To believe Jesus had forgiven sins required faith, 
but they needed proof. Jesus gave them proof… he was there to teach them… if 
only they would learn.  

‘But that you may know that the son of man has authority on earth to forgive sins’. 
He turned to the man, still unable to move from his bed and said, ‘I say to you, rise, 
pick up your bed and go home.’  

To the amazement of them all, the man who moments earlier had been unable to 
move, immediately got up off his bed, picked it up, and went home. There is no 
record of any further dialogue between Jesus and the man, we do not know what 
he said to Jesus or whether his expression said all that was needed. We do know 
that he glorified God. No doubt, outside his faithful friends couldn’t get down off 
the roof quickly enough to rejoice with him.  
And what of the rest of the people?... 
…They were amazed, filled with awe, afraid, and like the man now healed they 
glorified God saying, ’We have seen extraordinary things today’.  
 
It would be lovely to think that included in this crowd of people glorifying God were 
the previously sceptical Pharisees and Teachers, but sadly they were not convinced. 
They do not stop questioning Jesus’ actions and authority. Only a few verses later 
they want to know why he eats with publicans and sinners…Why he allows his 
disciples to pluck grain on the Sabbath…Why he heals on the Sabbath? They are 
watching him, not to be healed themselves, but to accuse and find fault.  

Matthew(9v3) and Mark(2v6) suggest that not all the Pharisees and Scribes were 
among this hard-hearted group. They record that it was only SOME of them who 
questioned Jesus authority. We know that there would be converts to Christ from 
among this group and maybe here we are seeing Jesus words falling on good 
ground as well as the stony path. Was this miracle one of the ways in which Jesus’ 
teaching was healing those whose hearts were not already paralysed. 

Tuesday: Session 2 Lesson 2 

Healing to Teach 
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Ideas for introducing lessons and follow up activities.  

1. For children in class 1, start your lesson by looking in the memory bag and 

asking them what the item in it reminds them of. At the end of the lesson 

add your own item such as a bit of roof tile.  

 

2. Have items or pictures, which help tell the story in a ‘story box’. They may 

include: a small model house or a picture of one, a mini stretcher, some look-

alike broken roof tiles, a picture of a man lying down, a picture of a man 

carrying his bed, some cross faces, some happy faces. As you tell the story 

carefully take the appropriate prop from the box and place it on the carpet 

as the children sit around and watch you. 

 

3. Give pairs of children a pack of slips of paper with different parts of the 

story on each. Ask them to guess the story and order them. As you tell the 

story ask them to check that they have put them in the correct order.  

o Man, your sins are forgiven you. 

o And the power of the Lord was with him to heal. 
o They went up on the roof. 
o etc. 

Alternatively, this could be done as a class with big pieces of paper. 

4. Use lollypop sticks and felt to create a stretcher/ bed. Colour and cut out 
a man to lay on top. You could add strings to the ends of the lollypop sticks 
to allow it to be let down through the roof.   

 

 

 

 

 

5. Make finger puppets for the 4 friends and use them to enact the story. 
Try cutting two holes for fingers to go through as legs for the puppet.  

 

 

 

 

 

6. Ask small groups of children to prepare a simple play script of the story. 

One group could write the words and another think of sound effects. 

Practise and then record on teacher’s phone.  

 

7. Use a medium sized box or make a net of a box out of card. Decorate the 

inside of the box with faces looking up. Draw tiles on the top and cut away 

to create a peep hole to look at the faces inside as if you were looking down 

through the broken roof into the house below. Similar to the picture below 

but without the hole at the front and without the man. Or of course, you 

could just create a 3D scene like the picture.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tuesday: Session 2 Lesson 2 

Healing to Teach 
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Themes of  lesson: 
• Jesus was able to raise the dead. 

• His miracles were a sign of his Messiahship. 
 

Key texts:  

• Luke 7 v 11, 8 v 40 - 56 

• Matthew 9 v 18 – 26 

• Mark 5 v 21 – 43 
 

In the North of Israel, two dearly beloved children lay at the point of death. They 
were separated in distance by about 45km and in time by about 4 months. Both 
were first born children, the only child of their parents. One was a young girl and 
the other a young man and their lives and the lives of their families were to be 
changed forever by the healing voice and touch of Jesus.  

In Luke 7 v 11 we read that Jesus and his disciples were entering the city of Nain 
with a great crowd of followers, when they came across a funeral procession. There 
is no indication that Jesus had met this widow or her dead son before or been 
approached and asked to heal him. When Jesus saw the mother of the man he was 
moved with compassion. (Was he thinking of his own mother and the tears she 
would shed, and the loss she would feel when her firstborn son died?) Jesus told 
the woman not to weep, then walking towards the bier he touched it. Approaching 
a grieving woman and telling her not to weep then going towards her son’s dead 
body and touching the bier must have seemed totally out of place and 
disrespectful; no wonder the men carrying the body stood still. Then Jesus spoke, 
“Young man, I say to you arise”. The man sat up and started to speak and Jesus 
gave him to his mother.  
It is hard to imagine the scene and the roller coaster of emotions…grief, loss, deep 
anxiety then shock, disbelief, amazement, and a stunned silence broken by a single 
voice, that of the risen man. (I wonder what he said?) Then as what had happened 
began to sink in, joy, awe, fear, boundless thanks.  
The result was as it should have been, the people glorified God acknowledging that 
Jesus was a great prophet in the spirit of Deut 18 v 15.  
 
 

 
About 4 months after this miracle a little girl from a notable family, the daughter 
of Jairus the ruler of the synagogue, lay dying in her family home, she was just 12 
years old. The situation was desperate, there was no hope. We do not know what 
the discussion was in that house, but the outcome was that Jairus left mother and 
daughter to go and find Jesus. He left not knowing if he would ever see his daughter 
alive again, it was the act of a desperate man. He managed to get through the 
crowd and found Jesus. Falling at his feet he implored him earnestly to come and 
heal his daughter. Jesus set off. We can imagine the anxiety of Jairus, trying to 
politely hurry the Lord along, distressed by the delay caused by walking through 
crowds of people. Then as they got near to his house there was an incident as an 
unclean woman touched Jesus and was healed. Through the crowd, moving 
towards him the father saw familiar faces from his house, and by their expressions 
he knew what they had come to say. His little girl was dead, it was all too late…or 
was it? Jairus had just witnessed Jesus perform a miracle and then Jesus turned to 
him and said, “Do not fear; only believe, and she will be well”. He would believe, 
he could believe.  
At Jairus’ house the mourners had begun their weeping and commotion, but Jesus 
told them to stop because the little girl was not dead, she was just sleeping. This 
may not have convinced the mourners but Jairus heard and it helped him!  
Jairus’ wife was waiting for his return and as she looked into his face, was she 
encouraged by what she read there, and by the firm calm of Jesus? With just three 
of Jesus’ disciples, they went into the house, and for the first time Jairus saw his 
dead little girl. Jesus took her hand and spoke gently to her, “Little girl, I say to you 
arise.” Immediately, she got up and began to walk. Her parents were overcome, 
they were amazed. Jesus gives them two instructions; to give her something to eat 
and not to tell anyone. Presumably, the mourners were left to believe that Jesus 
had been right after all, she had been asleep.  
Jesus had performed two spectacular miracles and they were proof of his 
messiahship.  He had raised the dead, both in a very public way and now in a private 
place, before just a few chosen people. Those who saw would never forget. Did 
Jairus and his wife remain faithful disciples of the Lord? As ruler of the synagogue 
that would mean difficult decisions lay ahead for the little family.  
But for now, Jairus and his wife and their little girl could enjoy a time of great joy, 
peace, and thankfulness. 

Wednesday: Session 1 Lesson 3 

Raising the Dead 
 



  

8 
 

 

Ideas for introducing lessons and follow up activities. 

1. For children in class 1, start your lesson by looking in the memory bag and 
asking them what the items in it remind them of. At the end of the lesson 
add your own item such as sympathy card or a sad face 

2. With sensitivity, talk about the pain of losing something you love. If 
appropriate you could discuss this as a class. Collect words and phrases from 
the children that express how a person may feel. Then discuss the complete 
change that would happen if they got back what they had lost or in this case 
when their child was raised to life. Collect more words and phrases to 
express this emotion. 

3. Use the words and phrases collected to create a ‘Wordle’. This could be 
written onto a chalkboard heart with coloured chalks or a wooden shape 
with felt tips. Children would need to plan their wordle first. 

 

 

 

 
4. Show children how to draw a sad and happy upside-down face. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B29Y-fkPVTY 

 
5. Talk about how the families must have celebrated when their child was 
raised. How could we make a celebration? Make bunting. Make cards.  
 
6. Make a flick book of a person going from lying down to standing up. To 
find out how - just type make a flip book - into your search engine. You can 
buy ready made flip books cheaply on-line.  
 
 

 
 
7. Make a mobile. Use circles of card and draw a happy face on one side and 
a sad face on the other. Attach with different lengths of string to a coat-
hanger or cross frame. 
 
8. Make a sliding picture/ model of Jarius’ daughter sitting up in bed. In this 
example pull the tab and the girl sits up.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday: Session 1 Lesson 3 

Raising the Dead 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B29Y-fkPVTY
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Themes of  lesson 

• Jesus’ healing was a sign of his messiahship. 

• Jesus showed healing to confirm to John the Baptist that he was the promised 
saviour of Israel.  

 
Key Texts 
• Matthew 11 v 1-15      

• Luke 7 v 18 – 23 

• Isaiah 35 v 1 - 7 
 

It is said that Jewish Tradition maintained that there were four specified miracles 
that only Messiah, when he came, would be able to perform. Performing these 
miracles would be proof of his messiahship.  
These miracles were  a) healing leprosy 

b) casting out mute demons 
c) giving sight to one born blind 
d) raising the dead after they had been dead 4 days 
 

After the raising of the widow’s son in Nain, the people had said of Jesus that,  
‘A great prophet is risen among us.’ 

They were remembering the promise made by God through Moses in 
Deuteronomy (18 v 15), and as instructed they were listening to him. They also said 
that after the long years of silence,  

‘God has visited his people’. 
 These were the very words that Zechariah, John the Baptist’s father had spoken at 
John’s birth. Now the people were saying this of Jesus, hailing him as the long-
promised saviour of Israel; the one for whom John the Baptist had come to prepare 
the way.  
Among the crowd, witnessing all these things were disciples of John the Baptist. 
These disciples reported back to their master, who was now in Herod’s prison, all 
the things they had heard and seen. John was away from the buzz of excitement 
that was spreading through the country; he was not able to witness the things Jesus 
was saying and doing, but in the solitude of prison John had plenty of time to think  
 

 
 
about the report he had heard. He called two of his trusted disciples and sent them 
to Jesus with a direct question.  

‘Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?’ 
With our hindsight it is difficult to understand why John would need to ask this 
question. Did he not know that this was Jesus of Nazareth, his cousin; the man he 
had recognised as the lamb of God; the man he had baptised in Jordan years 
earlier? When Jesus heard John’s question there was no rebuke for John. Rather, 
in the presence of John’s disciples Jesus performed many miracles as a witness to 
them. Then he sends John’s disciples back to him with a message of his own.  

‘Go and tell John what you have seen and heard’… 
…let him draw his own conclusion.  Tell him you have seen the blind given sight, 
the lame walk, the lepers cleansed, the deaf made to hear, the dead raised to life. 
These miracles were signs of Jesus’ messiahship. In addition, the gospel was being 
preached to the poor. 
So…In answer to your question John, the prophesy of Isaiah 35 is being fulfilled in 
Israel. God’s royal majesty was among them; it was time to strengthen the weak 
hands and confirm the feeble knees, to say to those who had an anxious heart, ‘Be 
strong; fear not! Behold your God will come with vengeance, with the recompense 
of God. He will come and save you.’   
We are not told what John’s reaction was when he heard these things, but we can 
imagine it brought him great comfort. He could now decrease in prison as Jesus 
increased, knowing that he had done his job well. Among those born of women 
there had not been a greater than him. But now the gospel of the Kingdom was 
being preached to Israel by Messiah himself, and he had witnessed this to John by 
the miracles he had performed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday: Session 2 Lesson 4 

Are you the One? 
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Ideas for introducing lessons and follow up activities.  
1. For children in class 1, start your lesson by looking in the memory bag and 
asking them what each item in it reminds them of. At the end of the lesson 
add your own item such as a little picture of John the Baptist with his name 
written on.  

2. Remove items from a bag that depict John the Baptist and ask the children 
if they can guess who it is. You could have a rough hairy cloth, a leather belt, 
a picture of a locust, a jar of honey, a bottle of water. Explain to the children 
that John the Baptist was now in Herod’s prison.  

3. Illustrate how we are known to people by the things we do. Play who am 
I? For example:- 
I take your temperature; I give you medicines; you can make appointment to 
come and see me when you are poorly…who am I? Answer – the doctor. 
 
I work for a school; I carry a large pole with a circle on top; I wait by the road 
to help you. Answer – the school crossing lady. 
 
I have to be a very good driver; in an emergency you will be pleased to see 
me; I always have a stretcher and a wheelchair in my van. Answer – a 
paramedic 
 
Explain that people should have known that Jesus was Messiah by the things 
that he did.  
 

 4. Make a lift the flap picture of Jesus healing. Lift the flap next to a person 
to read what people might have been saying to Jesus - ‘Lord I want to see 
again.’ ‘I know that you can make me clean.’ ‘My little boy is sick.’ ‘Thank 
you Jesus for making me better.’ 

 

 

5. Make a paper chain for John in prison. On each link write something about 
Jesus that will help him understand that Jesus is Messiah. Matthew 11 v 5 – 
6 will help.  

 

6. Colour or draw a picture of John the Baptist in prison. Use lolly sticks over 
the top as bars.  

 

7. Give older children references to find all the healings that Jesus did that 
prove his messiahship. Ask them to sort them into groups of each type of 
healing.  

 

8. Write an acrostic poem using JESUS or MESSIAH as the first letters of each 
line. This can be done by pairs or as a class activity led by the teacher. Then 
written and illustrated by the children.  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday: Session 2 Lesson 4 

Are you the One? 
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Themes of lesson 

• Jesus made special journeys to heal specific people.  

• No illness, however extreme was beyond the healing power of Jesus.  

• Jesus knew how to connect with people. 
 

Key Texts  

• Mark 5 v 1 – 20 

• Luke 8 v 26 - 39 
 
Jesus had been teaching around the towns of Galilee with his disciples when one 
day he took a boat and set out from the Capernaum area to cross the sea of Galilee 
to the opposite shore and the country of the Gaderenes, an area that was mainly 
populated by gentiles.   
As soon as Jesus stepped out of the boat he was confronted by a man with a severe 
mental illness; fierce, tragic, and well known in that area, a man to be avoided. He 
wore no clothes and having once lived in the city he now lived among the tombs, 
finding there what shelter he could. The local people were afraid of him; he had 
immense strength and any attempts to bind him with chains and shackles had 
failed. In his wretchedness, the man cried and shouted out both day and night, 
bruising himself with rocks and stones, he was indeed the stuff of nightmares. 
Maybe he had been watching the boat from the mountain top as it made its way 
to his shore, because when it became clear that the boat was going to land nearby, 
he began to run towards it. Maybe the disciples backed away, picked up stones to 
defend themselves, but Jesus had come here, to this very place, to heal this 
desperate man. He had crossed the sea of Galilee with his disciples in a great storm, 
and with three words he had stilled the raging sea, “Peace! be still”. Now, as this 
man ran wildly towards him, Jesus spoke again and began to calm his raging mind, 
“Come out of him you unclean spirit”. These were the only words of healing that 
are recorded. At Jesus’ words the man fell down before him, and as he fell, he  
shouted, “What do I have to do with you, Jesus, you son of the Most High God? I 
beg you don’t torment me!” This confession is remarkable, by some means this 
man understood what so many learned Jews could not accept; that Jesus was the 
son of God. The man names Jesus and recognises his authority as son of God, but  
he does not expect healing rather torment, or as other versions say, torture, 
cruelty, to be hurt by him. Maybe, this was the only behaviour he had experienced  

 
from others.  Now Jesus asks for the man’s name. The man believed himself to be 
possessed by many demons and he answered, “Legion, for we are many.” He used 
a Latin word, the word used for a Roman regiment. The man seems to know that 
the demons are leaving him because after giving his name he asks Jesus not to send 
them out of the country, but rather send them into the nearby pigs. Maybe with 
quietly spoken words, or a nod of the head, Jesus gives them permission to go. The 
man watched as the pigs rushed down into the sea and were drowned, a graphic 
illustration to him and everyone watching that he was healed.  

There are many questions we might like to ask, but which we have not time to 
consider here. For instance: what were so many pigs doing there; is there a 
connection between the pigs and the Roman name Legion that the man had 
adopted for himself, and who was eating all that pork? But why did Jesus speak to 
the man as if he were possessed with demons? Jesus had come all this way to heal 
this man, and he knew what was in his heart and what faith and commitment he 
was capable of. Maybe speaking to the demons that the man believed himself to 
have was the only way to connect with him and bring him from his confused mind 
to healing and peace.   
Some clothes were obtained for the healed man and he had opportunity to talk 
with Jesus before the local people arrived to see what had happened. They were 
afraid of Legion and this man had proved he had more power than Legion, so they 
were very afraid of him and begged him to leave.  

As Jesus and his disciples were getting into the boat the man begged to go with 
them, but Jesus tells him to go home to his family and friends and tell them what 
God had done for him. The man was not just healed, he was converted, and he did 
as Jesus asked. Maybe Jesus promised that he would return because some time 
later he does return by boat as he had come before. The man had done a good job 
at preaching because this time, as Jesus travels through the area, the people 
welcome him and bring their sick to be healed by him wherever he goes. It seems 
likely that the healed man would be with his beloved Lord during this time in the 
area. The seed planted in this unlikely ground had brought forth fruit a 
hundredfold. 
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Ideas for introducing lessons and follow up activities.  
 
1. For children in class 1, start your lesson by looking in the memory bag and 
asking them what each item in it reminds them of. At the end of the lesson 
add your own item such as a small piece of chain or a toy pig. 

2. Ask younger children what makes a lion scary. They might say things 
like…because it has sharp teeth, it can run fast, it might eat you, it has sharp 
claws, it is fierce, it is very strong. Select from these ideas examples that help 
them to understand why Legion was scary…he was fierce, strong, you didn’t 
know what he was going to do next. If you met a lion, who would you want 
to be with you and help you? Bring out the command and calm of Jesus in 
this situation.  

3.  After telling the story ask older children to write a question each that 
they would like to ask Legion when he had been healed. Read them to the 
class and discuss them together. Do we already know the answers to some 
of them? Try to guide them to think more deeply about this miracle and why 
it was performed as it was.  

4. Use pastels or crayons to create a stormy sea picture. Try adding words 
to your picture in a ‘Hannah Dunnett’ way. Maybe you could collect words 
that were spoken at Jesus’ healings and miracles and add them. For 
example: - Peace be still. Come out of him. Your faith has healed you. Do not 
weep. Only believe. God has visited his people. etc. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

5. Use playdough or for something more permanent self-hardening clay to 
make a model of the head of Legion. A more 2D model, once hardened, 
could be painted and stuck onto a board. (This activity would last a few 
sessions.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. Make pig masks using paper plates. Just put pig masks into Google for lots 
of ideas.  
 
7. Use both sides of a wooden spoon. Draw the fierce face of Legion on one 
side and the calm face of the healed legion on the other. You could add wool 
for hair and even add some clothes.  
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Themes of  lesson 
• Jesus healed gentiles. 

• Jesus encouraged those he was healing to show faith. 

• Jesus’ healing often taught a lesson to the people who witnessed it.  
 

Key Texts 
• Matthew 15 v 21 – 28 

• Mark 7 v 24 – 30 

 

Jesus had now been preaching for almost three years and he and his disciples were 
meeting increased opposition from the Jewish authorities. The Pharisees followed 
many traditions that had been added to the law and which they held as equally, 
and sometimes more, important than the law itself. Watching Jesus and looking for 
faults they criticized him when they found him or his disciples not keeping parts of 
this rigorous set of rules. Their latest attack was because Jesus and his disciples had 
not followed the ritualistic washing of hands. These Scribes and Pharisees, with 
their very clean hands, had defiled hearts and what they said came out unclean.  

When Jesus told the scribes and Pharisees their faults it troubled the disciples. They 
had been taught to respect these learned men, who held so much power in the 
Jewish community; the disciples would have been happier if Jesus had not offended 
them. Jesus explains with beautiful simplicity how the things that come out of a 
man make him unclean not what goes in.  

Jesus took his disciples out of Israel right away from the influence of these 
hypocritical men to a gentile area around Tyre and Sidon. He went into a house 
wanting to be away from other people, maybe he had things he wanted to teach 
the disciples quietly and on their own. Indeed, the disciples were going to be taught 
an important lesson by a conversation they would soon witness between Jesus and 
a woman, who could not have been more different to the pharisees.  

Like the Pharisees, this person came looking for Jesus and found him, but she was 
a woman and a gentile, a Syrophoenician by birth. She had come to ask Jesus for 
help, not to accuse him. She fell at Jesus’ feet, addressed him as Lord, Son of David, 
and she asked for mercy. She had a daughter who was ill, we are not told what the  

 

problem was, but the woman was determined to get help. Jesus did not say a word, 
he did not answer her request.  

This time the disciples were the ones with the critical attitude. They were unmoved 
by the woman’s obvious distress but her persistent cry for help was troubling them. 
They begged Jesus to send her away. Through all this Jesus remained silent, he 
allowed the woman to persist in her crying and the disciples to express their 
annoyance. Not until the time was right for the teaching of both parties did Jesus 
speak to the woman saying, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel”. This woman was a lost sheep, but she was not of the house of Israel. If the 
disciples thought they had got their way and that Jesus was about to send the 
woman away, they were mistaken. The woman came and knelt before him and 
asked once more for his help. Jesus responded, “It is not right to take the children’s 
meat and throw it to the dogs.” Surely these were not the words that the woman 
was hoping to hear. Did she get angry, feel offended, give up, curse and go away? 
No, she took the words of Jesus, she processed and understood them, she humbled 
herself and received them and in humility and faith she answered respectfully. 
“Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table”. 
Jesus had drawn this faithful response from the woman and the disciples had 
witnessed it.  

The Pharisees had accused Jesus and his disciples of being unclean, but they were 
hypocrites, what came out of their mouths showed that their hearts were unclean. 
This gentile woman gave all the appearance of being unclean and yet out of her 
lips, from her heart had come these faithful words. She received from Jesus what 
she had asked, and her daughter was instantly healed.  
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Ideas for introducing lessons and follow up activities. 

1. For children in class 1, start your lesson by looking in the memory bag and asking 
them what each item in it reminds them of. At the end of the lesson add your own 
item such as a toy puppy dog or dog collar. 

2. Hide a torch with the light on somewhere in the classroom. Ask the children to 
find it. It is hard to hide a light. Jesus is the light of the world and it was hard for 
him to hide from the gentile woman in our story. 

3. If you were walking home from school and it was a long way, and when you got 
home you had lost something, how important would that thing have to be for you 
to go back and try and find it. This woman had a very important reason to find 
Jesus, she believed that he could heal her little girl. 

4. How would you react if… 
o You asked someone a question and they just ignored you. You asked again 

and they ignored you again. 
o You need help you go up to a group of people and they tell you to go away. 
o You ask a man you respect for help and he seems to tell you that he cannot 

help you.  
This woman showed remarkable persistence and faith.  
 
5. Highlight the contrast between the Pharisees and the gentile woman and the 
way they approached Jesus. Make a list on one side of the acts and words of the 
Pharisees and on the other side of the woman.  
 
6. Make sandwiches. Use a biscuit cutter to cut them into the shape of a dog or a 
bone or a paw print. All of the these are available to buy very cheaply on line. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
7. Make a paper plate dog face.  
https://www.thesprucecrafts.com/kids-crafts-for-dog-lovers-4063851 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

8. The link below has lots of lovely doggy-based craft ideas.  

https://kolchakpuggle.com/2019/08/11-fun-dog-crafts-for-kids.html 
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Themes of  lesson 
• Jesus was willing to heal those who were outcasts of society even Samaritans 

and lepers. 

• Jesus was moved with pity for those he healed. 

Key Texts 

• Luke 5 v 12 - 16        

• Luke 17 v 11 - 19 
 
More than ever, in these Covid times we have become aware of the necessity of social 
distancing and self-isolation to stop the transmission of infection and disease. One of 
the remarkable things about the law of Moses, regarding health, was that it contained 
precise instructions about the implementation of quarantine measures. In the law 
there are detailed descriptions of different types of skin problems and how they were 
to be monitored and dealt with. It was the priests who were the custodians of this 
information and they had the authority to decide what should be done in each case. 
When a skin problem was identified the person had to go and show it to the priest; the 
priest examined it and if it was a clear case of leprosy the person was unclean; they 
were to live in isolation. If there was any doubt the person was isolated for 7 days and 
then re-examined. If after that time all looked well and the problem was not spreading, 
they were isolated for another 7 days before being re-examined. Hopefully, by now the 
problem was fading away and after washing themselves and their clothes the person 
was free to return to their family. Sound familiar! 14 days isolation? 
Can we imagine the worry when a spot or boil appeared on the skin of a loved one? 
What to do? Maybe it will just go away. “Does it hurt when I touch it?”. “How long have 
you had it?” “Do you think it is getting bigger?” 
It must have been a big decision to show it to the priest. The best outcome was 14 days 
in isolation, but it could be devastating for the whole family. No wonder the decision 
was to be made by a priest only.  
Jesus was in one of the cities of Galilee, when a man full of leprosy found him. Whatever 
the term leprosy meant in Bible times, this man was full of it, he must have looked 
dreadful, unclean, disfigured. Whatever the man had been before, rich powerful, 
respected, poor; it was his leprosy that defined him now; he was a leper.  
We do not know the circumstances of this meeting, but the man was desperate.  
 
 

In all the world, there was only one hope left for him, and that hope was standing in 
front of him.  
The leper fell on his face and begged him, “Lord, if you will, you can make me clean.” 
This man believed in the power of Jesus to save him, even one as wretched as himself, 
would he be willing to heal him? 
Did he still have his face to the ground when he felt the healing touch of Jesus? In a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, the man was healed. All the possibilities of life, that 
had been denied him, were now possible again. How does that feel?  
Jesus charged him sternly to go to the priest for inspection and to make the offering 
for his cleansing that the law demanded. Jesus wanted the priest to see the power of 
God at work in his son. The perfectly healed leper, with his perfect skin, went to the 
priest to ask to be examined. It was a lengthy process to be declared clean from leprosy 
and involved many stages. There was plenty of time for the priest who examined him 
to reflect on what had happened.  
Later in his ministry as Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem for the last time, on the 
outskirts of a village he was passing through he met 10 lepers. These men kept their 
distance, as they should, and cried loudly to be heard by Jesus, “Jesus, Master, have 
mercy on us”. Surely, they must have heard stories that Jesus had healed lepers before 
and now he was here within shouting distance. They had nothing to lose, if only they 
could attract his attention. Jesus demonstrated that he was able to heal at a distance. 
He told the lepers to go and show themselves to the priest. They had the faith to turn 
and go as they had been told, and as they went, they were healed. These men had been 
suffering together, cast out of their homes and society they had formed a bond, which 
even included a fellow Samaritan sufferer. Now as they went, they were all healed 
together. They were on their way to show the priest and then after cleansing to return 
home to their families, their dream come true. But who should this gentile show 
himself to? He turned, full of thankfulness, to the man who had done this for him; to 
give glory to him and to the God of Israel who had given this great gift even to him a 
Samaritan. He fell on his face in thankfulness and praise. As the nine lepers walked 
away, laughing and weeping with joy at their good fortune. Jesus asked those around 
him to notice that only one leper had returned to give God praise and that was a 
Samaritan. Then turning to the Samaritan, he told him to stand and go on his way as 
well. But this man was healed in a way that the others were not, because his faith had 
made him well. Not just physically but spiritually as well.  
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Ideas for introducing lessons and follow up activities. 

1. For children in class 1, start your lesson by looking in the memory bag and asking 
them what each item in it reminds them of. At the end of the lesson add your own 
item such as a speech bubble saying, ‘Thank you’. 

2. Ask the children if there were people during the Covid lock down that they were 
not allowed to see…friends, grandparents. Use that to explain what a tragedy it was 
for a person with leprosy not to be able to be with or hug their family.  

3. Ask older children to compare the two different accounts of the healing of the 
one and the ten lepers. Where? When? Who? How? How many? What lessons do 
we learn from these accounts about Jesus; who he was willing to heal; how he was 
able to heal; what his healing was about? Does this have any implications for us? 

4. Draw around your two hands or make hand-prints. Draw a little face on the tip 
of each finger - 10 lepers. Only one said thank you. Give him a little speech bubble.  

 
5. Use scratch paper to make a rainbow thankyou card.  
 
6. Make a paper doll chain of 10 lepers. Decorate the lepers in your chain. 
https://origami.lovetoknow.com/How_to_Make_a_Paper_Doll_Chain 
 
7. Explain that it is was the priest’s job to check a person for leprosy. God had given 
very detailed rules about what was and was not leprosy. Put a very small coloured 
spot on somebody’s hand, use a felt tip. Ask another member of the group to check 
everyone’s hands. Can they find the spot? Give different children the job of being 
the priest and finding the spot. Use a different colour each time. Only the colour 
you specify is leprosy the other colours are not.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
8. Help older children to check Leviticus 13 to find some of the indicators of leprosy 
and what the priest would do. You could give them key verses to make it easier for 
them. List what they find as a group.  
Use these indicators on an origami fortune teller. 
Under the flaps write some symptoms and some treatments such as …you have a 
white spot…your spot has a white hair in it…your spot is spreading…you are 
covered in disease from head to toe…your spot has gone…your spot is getting 
smaller…you must be shut up for 7 days…you can go home…you must leave the 
village. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SAhiIlTxUYA 
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Themes of  lesson 
• Jesus brought God’s light into the world. 

• Jesus was doing the work of his Father.  

Key Texts 
John 9 

The record of this healing is only found in the Gospel of John. It is a favourite 
narrative of so many because of the honesty and forthrightness of the man Jesus 
healed. 
We do not know his name; he was a man of no consequence to those who passed 
by. The disciples seem to have asked Jesus, in his hearing, personal details about 
his sinning with no concern as to whether he heard them or not. How many times 
had he listened to conversations, been insulted, been abused by passers-by? But 
this was an intelligent man, he was making judgements about the things he heard; 
then he heard a voice that he would never forget. Into this blind man’s long, dark 
night, light was about to shine.  
“It was not this man or his parents that sinned, but that the works of God might be 
displayed in him…As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 
The blind man knew this was the voice of the man called Jesus and listening intently 
he heard him spit on the ground and rub earth together to make mud. Then he felt 
Jesus anoint his eyes with the mud and was told to go wash in the pool of Siloam. 
Nothing like this had ever happened to him before, but he trusted the voice he had 
heard and without hesitation he did as he was told. He had no one to navigate him 
slowly through the crowds; hand on shoulder; and I am guessing he did not move 
cautiously. Down the steps to the pool, hands into the cool water, washing the mud 
off his once useless eyes.  

“So he went and washed and came back seeing.” 

What beautiful understatement for the wild emotion he must have been feeling. 
What does it feel like to see for the first time? He had not been told to return, just 
to go, and when he returned the voice had left.  

Those who had known the man before seemed unable to recognise him now that 
he could see. It must have been shocking for them, to see this man with working 
eyes; and when they were told that it was Jesus who had healed him, they were 

 

rightly afraid. Despite Jesus performing miracles that showed him to be Messiah, 
the Jews had agreed that anyone coming to this conclusion was to be cast out. So, 
the people took the man to the Pharisees, and it was the Sabbath day. 

The Pharisees asked the man to explain to them what had happened, and his 
account divided the Pharisees. A notable miracle had been performed by Jesus and 
it was going to be difficult to discredit him, but they tried. They said that the healing 
was a violation of the Sabbath, which meant that Jesus was not from God. They 
doubted that the man had been born blind at all. They even seemed to doubt that 
the man’s parents were being honest about the blindness of their son. They 
repeatedly questioned the man about the healing. ‘What did he do to you? How 
did he open your eyes? How did you receive your sight? Give God the glory, we 
know that this man is a sinner.’  

The responses of the man under this extreme pressure were quite remarkable. He 
had had a lifetime of being an outcast and so being cast out of the synagogue was 
not a threat to him. He could see through the hypocrisy of these men and with a 
clearness of sight that came from having nothing to lose; he cut through all their 
self-deception and self-interest.  

“Why herein is a marvellous thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet 
he has opened my eyes…If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.”  

There was nothing they could say to counter this logic, so in their anger and 
frustration they cast him out.  

Jesus heard that they had cast him out and he went to find him. The man may not 
have recognised Jesus’ face, but he must have remembered his voice. In contrast 
to the Pharisees circuitous questioning, Jesus asks him one direct question. 

“Do you believe in the son of man?” 

The man answered with respect and a willingness to believe whatever Jesus 
suggested. Jesus confirms what the man must already have been anticipating; this 
man in front of him was the voice that had brought light into his darkness, he was 
the son of man.  

The man confesses his faith and worships Jesus.  

“Lord I believe.” 

Friday: Session 2 Lesson 8 

“Now here is an amazing thing.” 
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Ideas for introducing lessons and follow up activities. 

1. For children in class 1, start your lesson by looking in the memory bag and 
asking them what the items in it remind them of. At the end of the lesson 
add your own item such as an eye patch. 

2. Games to think about what it is like to be blind and how we use our other 
senses to know what is going when we can’t see. 

o Sit blindfolded child in the middle of a circle of the other class 
members. Ask different members of the circle to say, ‘Who am I?’ 
Can the blindfolded child tell who said it? 

o Put some items in a feely bag. Pass it around the circle. Can the 
children tell what it is without being able to see it?  

3. Write the names of significant Bible characters on pieces of paper and 
give one each to older children. Ask each child to tell you one thing about 
their character. If the children give a characteristic rather than an event from 
their lives…challenge them to say how they know. For example, Joseph was 
faithful. How do you know? Because he kept his faith for two years in prison.  
Make the point that we are known by the things that we do. Our faith is 
shown through our words and actions. It is by the actions and words of the 
people in this story that we learn something about them.  

4. Make a character cone. The example here is healing a leper but it would 
work just as well with the cone at the bottom being a picture of a blind man 
and the shorter cone, which slips over the top, changing the picture into a 
man who is seeing.  

http://www.biblecraftclub.com/bwcrafts 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Make an imaginary map of the man’s journey from Jesus to the pool of 
Siloam.  

6. Give older children the text from John 9, enlarged if possible. Working in 
pairs, identify the things said and done by the blind man and Jesus as opposed 
to the things said and done by others i.e., his parents, neighbours, Pharisees. 
Physically cut up the text to separate these two groups and stick them in two 
separate columns onto a piece of paper.  What can we tell about the 
characteristics of both groups?  Annotate your lists with what you discover. For 
example you might see that the blind man was:- unafraid, believing, faithful, 
thankful, honest, direct, disrespectful of the Pharisees; whereas the other 
group were:- afraid, respectful of the Pharisees, distrusting, disloyal, motivated 
by self-interest etc. Discuss what you have found as a group. 

7. Give younger children some googly eyes. Ask them to stick them to a face or 
faces they have drawn. Let them copy some words from the story onto their 
picture. This activity could be developed by folding a paper with the two edges 
towards the middle. Draw a blind face over the front and a seeing face 
underneath so that when the card is opened the seeing face is revealed.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lot of great ideas online!!! 
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Themes of  lesson 

• We all need the healing hand of Jesus.  

• We see our own healing in the healing of Bartimaeus. 

Key Texts 
• Mark 10 v 46 - 52 

 

We have seen that Jesus healed as a witness to the Gospel that he was preaching. He 
healed to demonstrate the power that he had from his Father. This power was available 
to him without measure, but he used it only for others and to declare the glory of God. 
He used it to cast out the evil spirit of disease and mental illness; things that were 
against men and women and against the ultimate purpose of God. It brought 
thankfulness and happiness, relief and peace to those who were healed and their 
families, and it was an example of God’s power to those who saw it or were faced with 
the evidence of it. It forced people to face the reality that Jesus was from God and so 
his words were to be understood and followed. Many people confronted with this 
evidence had already made up their minds against Jesus; they were not willing to 
change; they had too much to lose; they were hardened pottery. All that could be done 
with these pots was to break them and sweep away the bits.  
But there were others who were still being formed in the expert hands of the potter. 
To them this evidence was proof that Jesus was from God and they listened to his 
words. Faith takes time to grow but on the day of Pentecost, in Jerusalem, after Jesus’ 
resurrection, 3000 people were baptised and a little later another 5000.   

The power of Jesus’ resurrection is still a witness to the Glory of God and His power to 
save. The world is still full of illness and disease of all kinds, but the greatest illness and 
disease is sin, it always has been. It is in man and he cannot heal it on his own, and in 
the end, it will kill us. But the power of Jesus’ resurrection can heal this mighty disease 
and give Glory to God. For those who will change when confronted with the teachings 
of Jesus, and who are willing to keep being changed by the hands of the potter, there 
is health and healing now, and in the age to come, life in perfection.  
As Jesus made his final journey to Jerusalem he passed through the city of Jericho.  
Jericho was the first conquest of Israel as they entered the promised land. It had been 
completely destroyed, flattened without hands, by the power of God. But Rahab and 
her family were saved out of this destruction because of Rahab’s faith and obedience.  
Jesus was making his way to the cross. He was going to destroy sin, just as Jericho had 
been destroyed, and free all the people of faith. The healings he had performed so far 
did not compare to the efficacy of this great work. Jesus was travelling through Jericho 

with a crowd of people when they passed Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus. He was blind 
and sat by the roadside begging, a common site in Israel. There does not seem to have 
been much sympathy for the disabled in Israel at this time. If you wanted your voice to 
be heard, you needed to shout. The crowd seemed to be passing Bartimaeus, and he 
was not going to let this opportunity go by without making his voice heard. 

“Jesus, son of David have mercy on me! Jesus, son of David have mercy on me! 
Jesus, son of David have mercy on me!” 

Some of the crowds were annoyed at this disturbance and told him to be quiet. After 
all, they were on their way to Jerusalem with Jesus, no time to delay, who knew what 
would happen when they got to the capital.  

Despite the enormous pressure that Jesus was under, he suffered long and was kind. 
Jesus stopped, and called for him. Maybe Bartimaeus could sense that the crowd had 
stopped, and then he heard a kindly voice,  
“Take heart, get up, he’s calling you.” 
Has he heard? Has he stopped? calling me? Bartimaeus didn’t just stand up he sprang 
up; he threw off his coat and found his way to Jesus. A blind man doesn’t discard his 
coat lightly, there was faith in this action. He couldn’t see the face of Jesus, but Jesus 
could see him. He wanted this man to confess his faith and asked him a question to 
which all must have known the answer.  

“What do you want me to do for you?” 

“Lord, let me recover my sight.” 

The Bible’s accounts are so beautifully simple, but what tensions and expectations and 
smiles and hope were in the faces here.  

“Go your way, your faith has made you well.” 

But Bartimaeus’ way was Jesus’ way and he followed him. Son of Timaeus he may have 
been, but follower of Jesus and a son of God he was now.  

What a lovely picture of our salvation. We have called out to Jesus, the only one who 
can help us find God’s grace. We have cast off the cloak of unrighteousness and left 
Jericho behind. Our faces are set to go to Jerusalem following our healer and our 
saviour Jesus, son of David, son of God and son of man.  
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 Ideas for introducing lessons and follow up activities. 

1. For children in class 1, use the memory bag to review the week’s lessons. 
As you look at each item ask the children what they can remember about 
the story. 

2. Use a template to cut out pairs of glasses and decorate them. 
https://picklebums.com/free-printable-crazy-glasses/ 
 

3. With the children make a list of things in the world and in themselves that 
need ‘healing’. Talk about which of these things they should try and do 
something about now, and which cannot be changed until Jesus returns.    

4. Give children a heart shaped card. Model cutting evenly sized strips into 
the heart, younger children will need these doing for them. Give children 
strips of coloured paper and ask them to write on the strips things they have 
learned from this week’s lessons. Weave these into the heart shape as in the 
picture, secure ends with a smear of glue. These could be stuck onto a folded 
piece of card to make an attractive greeting card. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Ask children to prepare one or two quiz questions from the week’s lesson. 
Use them to present a quiz to the group. 

 

 

 

6. Do a circle time with younger children. Sit in a circle, no talking unless it is 
your turn. Go around the circle one by one…say one of the healings of Jesus 
that you can remember (it is OK to repeat one said by others)…say how it 
made the healed person and their family feel…say what they would like 
Jesus to put right when he comes back.  

7. Make an origami opening eye.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a2SU3jRoV_4 
 
 

 

 

8. Decorate stones.  

 

9. A few colouring or puzzle sheets might be handy for this last lesson. Lots 
online. Just put Healings of Jesus puzzle sheets into your browser.  

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

Saturday: Session 1 Lesson 9 

Lord we want to see again. 

https://picklebums.com/free-printable-crazy-glasses/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a2SU3jRoV_4


  

21 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Memory Bag Record Card 

A Busy Day 
 

Healing to Teach 
 

Raising the Dead 
 

Are you the one? 
 

Healing Legion 
 

Healing Gentiles 
 

Healing Lepers 
 

“Now here is an amazing 
thing” 
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Appendix 2 

Maps of some of the places Jesus went. 

 
 


